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Abe River:the Crystal

Waters that Gave Rise
to a City for the Ages

Shizuoka, the City of Crystal Water, is found in the centre of
the Japanese archipelago, surrounded on one side by the
mountains of the Southern Alps, and on the other by Suruga
Bay, which at over two kilometres below sea level, makes it the
deepest in all Japan. In the midst of this amazing environmental
contrast lies a city and the beautiful river which has supported it
through the millennia.

Japan is well known for its geological fragility, and the
Shizuoka area is no exception. A fast flowing river, the Abe
carried down collapsed sand and earth through the ages, forming
the fan-like Shizuoka Plain and the Miho Peninsula, which are
the foundations of the Shizuoka City of today.

The Toro Ruins of the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD speak of the
rice-cultivating community established here, and in the 8th
century, the inhabitants set up this place as the capital of the
domain known as Suruga-no-Kuni, providing the ground work
for all future development.

As Japan moved through periods of great transition, this land
came to be known as Sumpu, and held great importance in the
workings of the bli'rgeonhag nation. Tokugawa leyasu, the man
who umﬁed :Iapan and brought stability to the country, spent his
Tast years in Sunmmmd during his reign directed a great project
to divert the course .of the Abe. River, to: make it more usable as a
waler supply for the town. And as the: Shlzuoka City area has

:\’,grown to mcIude all of the river area, from mountain to
: fam:lland to ocean, its: people aim to continue the tradition of
','_'i!!Slalljlal_;lclurban_davelopment

The water purified by the vast forests aids in the growth of

local agricultural products, especially green tea and wasabi, and -

sand and gravel layers have filtered and preserved the abundant
underflows in springs and underground waters that" have
enriched this area's inhabitants' lives for centuries. Suruga Bay,
supported by plant material brought by Abe River, plays home
to a wide variety of underwater life, and is the source of great
bounty, including the popular sakma shnmp and shirasu baby
sardines,

In olden times, however, in heavy rain the Abe would turn
violent, and place the people in gtea;t.danger_ of flooding and
landslides. To protect themselves from these llueatsi!,ﬂnpgople
of Shizuoka have undertaken a long serics of flood- control
projects, starting with the construction of dikes built: hy

engineers from across Japan under the guidance of Tokugawa

On November 7th, 2007, Shizuoka City,
with the consensus of its citizens,
inaugurated the Shizuoka Environmental
Promotion Council in a declaration of its
determination to contribute to discovering
water-related problems and solving such
problems in the Asia-Pacific region.

leyasu, and which continue to the present day.

The Shizuoka municipal water management policies have
been designed to preserve the water cycle and ecology of the
Abe River, and continue the process of sustainable development.
While following national and prefectural water management
guidelines, the city government and citizens have been working
together without outside involvement to maintain the health and
character of this valuable resource.

Specifically, the city government has enacted the Crystal
Waters Ordinance, and concluded conservation agreements with
local agricultural and forestry cooperatives that directly enjoy
the benefits of the Abe River, which are meant to preserve our
forests' natural water cultivation system and the health of the
river. Additionally, the government continues to maintain and
improve the city sewer infrastructure and upriver water
purification facilities. It also provides support to citizen-based
cleaning activities and an Adopt-a-Riverbank program. City Hall
has also implemented sustainable project financing, known as
the Forest Environment Fund, for forestry conservation and
management activities.

These actions are very important parts of a water
management policy that is meant to protect the natural character
and condition of the river system while- en_cqy‘ragmg citizen-
centered preservation activity. This contmuesmmm of

fostering a heightened sense of sustainable water cy.el_e_:« RN

management, of learning to subdue the threats of the AbeRlver
while taking great care in its use. This tradition of careful
coexistence began with the founding of the Toro settlement
millennia ago, and with care, will continue into the future.

\Eﬁn though Shizuoka has served as an industrial, economic,

and residential focal point for centuries; the Abe River running

through'it all has remained as the purest river in all Japan; a gift

passed on through the generations. This in itself may be a s:_nzfll_ S

miracle, not just in Japan, but perhaps even in the entire Asia-
Pacific region. _ ¥

It is our fervent hope that, as we iﬁtmduc_g the water
management policies of the Abe River as an example of nearly
two thousand years of continuous urban development, we can
use the 1st Asia-Pacific Water Summit as an opportunity to build

and strengthen ties with the many participating governments and
_local authorities, and to contribute to the discovery of solutions
- to the water problems we and our neighbours face.

Zenkichi Kojima, Chairman of the Shizuoka Environmental Promotion Council and Mayor of Shizuoka City

November 7, 2007

The Crystal Waters of the Abe River E:thi_bit g

Organizers : Shizuoka City Dates : 1-4 December 2007
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